EXTREMES MEET

where he found Waterlow handing the draft of a telegram
to Vane-Ho ward.

" Anything important for me ? " he asked.

" Nothing at all, sir," said the Second Secretary. " Two
long communications about rice for the Commercial
Attache, that's all. And Waterlow wants me to send this
to the Admiral."

He handed Sir Frederic the draft, which he read through
frowning :

Following from W. It Is hoped to telegraph position
of enemy submarine within next twenty-four hours. Sub-
mit advantageous to warn Captain T that any informa-
tion telegraphed from here will be really good.

" And I was going to add which patrol I thought the
information was likely to affect most," said Waterlow.

" But why don't you telegraph this information in
your own cypher? " Sir Frederic asked a little irritably.
" I don't like to send this sort of stuff to the Admiral
over my signature while Williamson is away."

"But, sir, your signature will be on the telegram
whether it goes in my cypher or not. The only thing
against my cypher is that it takes such a long time to
decode my telegrams that they often get pushed on one
side. And though this one isn't so urgent, suppose I
did get really urgent information, I would want to get
it off straight from the Legation. An hour might be
vital"

Sir Frederic, hearing the eagerness in his voice, shook
his head reproachfully; but to Vane-Howard he said:

" Very well5 I suppose we must take part in this naval
operation."
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